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and being, is the foundation upon which is erected the gigantic
structure of the Hegelian system.

This famous statement occurs at p. 45 of his Logic (Encyclopedia
of the Philosophical Sciences. Wallace's translation) which I shall
refer to henceforward in this article simply as Smaller Logic, to
distinguish it from his Science of Logic. In explaining what is meant
by this statement, Hegel says, {Ibid, p. 46), "To speak of thought or
objective thought as the heart and soul of the world, may seem to be
ascribing consciousness to the things of nature. We feel a certain
repugnance against making thought the inward function of things,
especially as we speak of thought as marking the divergence of man
from nature. It would be necessary, therefore, if we use the term
thought at all, to speak of nature as die system of unconscious thought,
or, to use Schiller's expression, a petrified intelligence. And in order
to prevent misconception, thought-form or thought-type should be
substituted for the ambiguous term thought". He continues:   "If
thought is the constitutive substance of external things, it is also the
universal substance of what is spiritual. In all human perception
thought is present; so too thought is the universal i'n all the acts of
conception and recollection; in short, in every mental activity, in
willing, wishing and the like. All these faculties are only further
specialisations of thought. When it is presented in this light, thought
has a different part to play from what it has if we speak of a faculty
of thought, one among a crowd of other faculties, such as perception,
conception and will, with which it stands on the same level. When
it is seen to be the true universal of all that nature and minci contain,
it extends its scope far beyond all these, and becomes the basis of
everything. From this view of thought, in its objective meaning as
nous, we may pass to consider the subjective sense of the term. We
say first, Man is a being that thinks; but we may say also at the same
time, Man is a being that perceives and wills. Man is a thinker, and
is universal; but he is a thinker only because he feels his own
universality. . . ."

From these long quotations from his Logic two things stand out
clearly. The first is that for Hegel thought is the constitutive principle
of all objective reality. This is evident from the fact that no depart-
ment of this reality has been excluded from its scope*   Hegel
anticipates some difficulty on the part of his^readers in accepting this
position, and therefore hastens to add that in Nature thouglft is present
in an unconscious form. But whether present in a conscious or
unconscious form, thought is the constitutive principle of all objective
reality. In fact, the difference between one reality and another from
this point of view will be only one of degree and dependent-upon the
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